


he can iD thc snlll col]rtroom Aom tho commotiotr- Thc t{y\ Eoihcr
hasnl sent her child to school for six noDths, but promiscs she will
now She leels her son should gel uofier chuce. She staDds up and
shours, ''Thc probation oltc4r basn't done Mythng for m€l Thc sys-
tem |9 lho problem! My boy arn't done noh'n8 wrong!" The @un
r€poncr typcs funously 0s I ootc "For the r@rd ibc molher is beinS
escorlcd out ot 

'he 
coEt oom, usrng profsnities...^ Wccanhddrc

boy's motheryellingas she walk! outofrhe conrthousc.I r€quested that
my boililT escon me to my cor so I could nake a noon-tine meeriry

WlcD I was hearins juvenilc criminal cases in compton seven monlhs
ago, I dccdcd to leep a list on lhc betrch ai s tmirdcr that good things
do happ€n. Il l@ked like I n€edcd to sl{rl doing lhal aglm

I wcnr hto my chmber snd retrier€d fiom Iny pus€ a prognh aon
rhe Monreb€l]o High School graduation dnher that was h€ld a lew
months ago The dimcr wu! to honor probstion youih who h,6d done
well ar sh@l A few days tcforc the dinner I wa akcd rc spak ar thc
dinncr to Sivc . f.w "inspiring ' words I didnt EaUy wanr lo; I h"lc
public s?eakiDg but I couldn'l say 'no '

Alcr's l6t 6u.t appcaran@ Just happencd lo be lh€ day bcforc the
graduadon dinns. Hc had |ak€n the bN lo co|nt alone beclNe no one
al thc fosle. home @ld bnnS hnn in. Alex had a blue cardbodd fold-
er which held a high shool drploma. NoticiDs it was fiom Meshall
High School, I ssked hiln whethcr he was going to bc ut the dinner dd
hc said he heed ftlt I was. and lhat hc was going

DcspiLe my reluctaNc of 3psking, I did go b Lhe gradllaljon dimer
Wh€n I arived, ihe probation pointed oxt Alcx to me and aotcd there
was ltill .oom his table I walked ovcr and Alex smiled add
introduc€d n|e to the table 'Thu is ny iudge." He sa'd

I admir buch ofdrc tihe dunng be dimcr ponid of$c cv€nin8 I only
half listened ro what the Judge and the prcbalion ofiicer scatcd nen to
mc ssid. Iwas wodcd sbout the Chmel 12 television camcrasetu!
by thc ldiium Al€x was siuinS a]rlN thc table from mc, looking
uncomfo.rable !oo, but I auribNed rbsr to Alex b.ing wcdged in
betwccD lwo very talkativc probaljon ofrceE.

Alex's p@nB' pdreDol rights had b@ le.miMted by anorher judgc

Bur for a shorl pqiod of time last y@ hc lived wilh bs bioloarcal
nother She had ||lMtcd to s'rstth a bncf pcriod of sobricty, 8nd !6
ablc lo keep one ofbcr bd$ And bem$ Alex was oldcr I sdppce
so€ial senices felt rhat was sur'ficistreasotr to give him back to hq.

Thc !rcbrion .epo.t submittc! at Alex's Juc 27th coun he.rin8
however notcd hc was back in a fosler hme I had ro ide! how thar
came about. md I didft want to crcdte an uncomioroble situatiotr for
Aler in cout, e I didn't esk him. How€ve., at thc graduatioD

To&y I locked u! a 15 yetr.old hoy
bccause he wasn't going lo school, hc
contiaucd (o associalc wilh Sang
metnbeF ud use nethamphctani.e
My bailiff had to cs for back-up

For the lhi.d ljme this moming, lhc
disrrict dttoftey hd movcd fiom his seat,
attcmlting Lo distarcc hims.lf ag f& a

c€remony whcn Alex had sFpped away, I asked hs probaiion ofilcct
why Alox was back in foster care and not wilh his noirr. The probotio!
otrce. said the mother wouldn't s€nd Alcx lo sch@I. or t?ke him to
omseling f thoudt, wcll the foster hone istrt doinS My bctl.rl

Aner diDncr, lhe pogmm started. Tbc hrgb school princitul, tfie locll
chief of polFc and the sunerintendcnt of tfic school districr tmk tums
congratulaiing $c honoees. comeoding thc ldrents for being therE to
suppon ad cncoEage thei. hds Alcx was Ole only studert who
didlt havc a parcnt tlesmt

Tbe young people being hoDored were given m opportudty to say
something M(xt w@ l@ emb@ssed to say much, md @uld only
manage a mumbled rhant you ro hc|r p€r€nts But thafs not what Al€x
did Wilh a wbjle knrckled gnp or hN Index crrds, he slowly read his
speeh whrcb obviolsly h€ sp€nt nuch time preporin8 His voicc *as
a litllo shaky, but his wdds were vcry h€anLlt as he desffibed ncvcr
believing himsclfthat he would ev€r bc ablc to gra.iuare hish school.
When le wos uougl, thc probation officcr toot a long de.p bi€ath, as
ifto rrnpose hersell Wc hcdrd the loudest applans ofthe nighr.

I was ghd I didnrt miss d'e eveniry Bcfore I left I lold hrm how mucb
I @joycd bis spccch He plitely tbaokcd me fo. @min8. with oll hN
clasnarcs Bill|nS amund, I didtr't rhnk b€U vanr me ro hug him, so
I gave brm a coagEtulaiory pat d ihc arl!

I ma.ked a littl€ ste by Alcxis narne on the dimer Fogram I Trlaced
the dimcr lrogran oo lhe bdct, right above the 2005 calcnilar and a
lisr of court bolidays - fo. nrther rcfcrenc., a lminder my lcw lisr
that somctimcs good things haplen.

cPtt'id llt s a iati.id o|ndr with the Lot 1.8 16 Cdut Sryoior (jlr.4 u"d
the @piut of the Ins l,f.la AnD Jt|.n . Ctu'1 Dt Aswioho.'t 2tN)4
Jfldile Caart htse ol th. vedl ,4ward "ds u krLL Dl th. wte oJ [JCBA\]
nnb./s tn recoghirion aJ dL\ttnllished pmlesli.nl] .anttibrttok to the petice
.lcattlomid Jbdit. tar. '

Mahy @w counLy .attlhoLses eutuLh f@ soltt tLsi tt6ys
This ahe lh Wbavetuille, consl@led in 1357 lldl hoBed fha Appolo Sel@n

th6 @uty s frd p6tu, 4d a tudtu$ ot it 6put6
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